THE SOUTHERN 


PRES 


A Presbyterian weekly magazine devoted to the 


statement, defense and propagation of the ' ae 4 
Gospel, the faith which was once for ‘ | 
all delivered unto the. saints 


— = 


SEPTEMBER 22, 1954 


The Forgotten Evening 


Summer Tourists tell about the church they saw 
which had printed on its front archway: “The Gateway 
to Heaven’; but on the door was a smaller sign: “Closed 
during July and August.” First we snicker at the incon- 
sistency, then we become alarmed at the implications of 
a closed church. But would it not be equally alarming if 
the little sign on the door said: “Open only on Sunday 


mornings.” 


Sunday evening closing is spreading across our nation 
like a creeping paralysis. While the church should be 
pushing onward, this is a part of our great retreat. But 
have you noticed that only churches are closing on Sun- 
day evening — NOT the tavern, the theater, the dancehall, 
the skating rink, and the soda-bar? Only the church is 
retreating — not the world! 


—The Church Herald. 


FLASH — Congaree Presbytery Voted September 14th. 
FOR UNION 5 - AGAINST UNION 43. 
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Kaowwille. Tenn. 


Having id, a member of the U. S. Church be- 
fore I came to Knoxville and joined Second Church 
(U.S.A.), I feel that I have a little insight into 
the problem. Having been interested, I have tried to 
keep abreast of tendencies and trends in both the 
U.S. and U.S.A. churches through the years, and it 
is my strong conviction that man for man and dollar 
for dollar your branch is doing a much sounder 
and a great deal better job than mine. I, among 
others of the U.S.A. Church whom I know, should 
hate to see your strong, American voice lost in Gen- 
eral Assemblies—where you were greatly outnum- 
bered. 

Very truly yours, 
Thomas R. Maines 


From an A. R. P. 
Dear Mr. Editor: 


Being a regular reader of the SOUTHERN PREs- 
BYTERIAN JOURNAL, I enjoy each issue very much. 
It gives me a thrill in this day and time to see some- 
one as staunch and willing to defend his views as 
you and your contributing writers. Even though I 
am in the A. R. P. Church, I glory in your stand 
against union. 


Sir: 


I have been a subscriber to The United Presby- 
terian for many years: my mother’s parents and 
their families were among the charter members of 
the United Presbyterian Church in its beginning 
and that is one of the reasons | am very :auch in- 
terested in all this talk about UNION. I am very 
much against it! 
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In the August 23d (’54) issue of our paper I 
read an article as follows: 


Columbia, S$. C.—‘‘A gathering of 500 Southern 
Presbyterian men here from various parts of the 
state went on record against merging the three 
major Presbyterian bodies in the U. S. The group 
heard an address by Dr. L. Nelson Bell of Ashe- 
ville, N. C., who said the church needs spiritual 
revival rather than organic union.’ 


I just want you to know that this little bit of 
news circulated in our church paper will be wel- 
comed very much by all the very fine ministers of 
our denomination as well as the majority of mem- 
bers who are opposed to Union. 


If the Northern Presbyterian ministers would 
preach Christ and the resurrection—spending more 
time searching the scriptures and preaching more 
doctrinal sermons than they have been doing in 
recent years, they would not have time to try to 
take in the other branches of the Presbyterian 
Church as they are trying so hard to do. 


You may be interested in reading what one min- 
ister said in such a very few words and along the 
same lines as you set forth: 


“I feel the key church in this union is the 
Presbyterian North. I have fervent hopes that 
the Southern Church will end all this Union 
talk by turning it down and allow us to get 
ms with the work the Lord is allowing us to 


The blame for this whole Union business is 
on the Presbyterian North in every letter that is 
printed in our paper, and justly so. 

Another minister wrote: 


“We suggest that those of the two smaller 
denominations who are so strongly in favor of 
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union unite with the larger denomination and 
the rest of us will continue in peace as here- 
tofore. There already exists too much central- 
ization of power in the government of the three 
eros: What can we expect if the three groups 
unite! 


I could go on and on, and write excerpts of other 
letters, but I do not wish to take up any more of 
your time, | 


Wishing you continued success in your life’s 
work, I am 
Sincerely, 


Mrs. E. M. Wigham. 


Brief But To The Point 


Johnson City, Tenn.—The Session of the Prince- 
ton Presbyterian Church in regular meeting adopt- 
ed the following resolution: 


Be it resolved that we do not approve the union 
of the Northern (U.S.A.) and the Southern 
(U.S.) Presbyterian Churches, and that a copy 
of this resolution be sent to the Southern Pres- 
byterian Journal. 


(Signed ) 


A. C. Barr 
G. C. Burleson 
Sam S. Cappell, Moderator 
Herman Bowman 
John Cooper 
Frank Godsey, Clerk 
Harry Swadley 
All Elders of our Session have signed this — 
total - 9. 


FLORA MACDONALD COLLEGE 
RED SPRINGS, NORTH CAROLINA 


September 1, 1954. 
To the Editor of the PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Dear Sir: 


It is a matter of regret that our people have not 
been educated about the Plan Providing for the 
Union of the three Presbyterian churches into “the 
Presbyterian Church of the United States.” Of de- 
bate and propaganda we have had a plenty. But 
factual and objective study of “the Plan” by local 


congregations has been largely neglected. The men 
and women of our Church are disappointed and, in 
a measure resentful, because they have not been 
adequately informed regarding the chief features 
of this important proposal. Their attitude in the 
matter is amply justified. Presbyterians, by and 
large, are intelligent folk, fully capable of under- 
standing what is involved in this venture. Further- 
more, our system of government encourages the en- 
lightenment of the laity regarding every significant 
issue in the life of the Church. 


As a matter of fact, the local congregation has a 
right to express its opinion to those who will repre- 
sent it in the meeting of Presbytery, where the final 
vote will be taken. Ours is not a priest-ridden de- 
nomination, a blessing for which we should be pro- 
foundly grateful. But any such expression of opinion 
ought to be based on first-hand information, rather 
than second-hand hearsay. 


What steps can be taken to provide a local church 
“course” for study of the plan of union? No pat 
answer can be given to this question because of the 
differences that exist from one community to an- 
other. However, here is one way to tackle the prob- 
lem. 


1. Schedule a two-hour meeting for Sunday 
afternoon or night; or during the week, if 
that is more convenient. 


2. Invite the members of the congregation to 
attend, without pressure, and make the suc- 
cess of the meeting an object of earnest 
prayer. 


_3. Devote the first hour to an explanation of 
the plan. After a ten minute recess, or a 
meal if that seems preferable, give the re- 
mainder of the time to questions from the 
floor. 


(a) Persistently emphasize the purpose of 
the meeting as being informative rather 
than argumentative. 


4. The discussion should be led by the pastor 
of the church. But if there appears to be 
some good reason why he should not under- 
take this task, then it may be assigned to a 
level-headed member of the session. 


5. Prepare ahead of time, and distribute to the 
members of the congregation, a brief cate- 
chism on “the Plan,” consisting of questions 
and answers under the main divisions of the 
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printed manual. Every answer should carry the 
number of the page where it may be found. 


Such a deliberate and unemotional consideration 
of the plan of union by the people of our churches 
would be both profitable and stimulating. It would 
give the membership of our constituency an oppor- 
tunity to make up their minds under the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit, rather than under the pressure 
of ecclesiastical politicians. The voice of the educator 
needs to be substituted for the cry of the controver- 
sialist in arriving at a final decision. 

Cordially yours, 


Price H. Gwynn, Jr. 
Editor’s Comment: 


We think the proposal is a good one, provided 
the “educator” gives both sides of the matter. This, 


in many cases, would be most difficult for the pas- 


tor to do, as it would also be for a layman. That is 
the great advantage of an open debate. The congre- 
gation hears both sides and is better able to judge 
the issue on its merits as a result. 


EDITORIAL 


The Atmosphere Clears 


As time goes on it is obvious that the differences 
which exist in Protestantism (and within our own 
church), are becoming increasingly clear. 


At the August 18th meeting of the supporters 
of this Journal a set of resolutions was presented 
and unanimously approved by the more than 600 
in attendance. 


One paragraph is as follows: 


“We believe there is to be found in all three 
churches a departure from the historic evan- 
gelical faith, with a shift in emphasis from 
essential doctrines of Christianity to an em- 
phasis on ecclesiastical organization.” 


The Presbyterian Outlook in its issue of Sep- 
tember 6th misinterprets this statement and 
also heartily disagrees with it. In so doing we 
feel they are greatly helping to clear the atmos- 
phere. 


To the misinterpretations first. 


The Outlook says that by this statement we say 
that “our church is apostate,” and that we “regard 
it as having departed from the faith.” 


In reply we would say that we do Not consider 
our church apostate, nor do we consider that our 
church, as such, has departed from the faith. © 


But, most emphatically, there is to be found in| 


all three churches a departure from the faith on the 
part of some, and with that departure a shift in 
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emphasis from essential doctrines of Christianity to 
an emphasis on ecclesiastical organization. Only one 
totally ignorant of conditions would insist that the 
historic Presbyterian faith is held, taught and 
preached by all in our church today. Only one 
totally blind to the present shift in emphasis would 
deny that such a shift exists and that it exists just 
as stated in the resolution quoted above. 


This resolution went on further to state that the 
pronouncements of men have often replaced the 
Scriptures as the basis of authority. The Outlook 
interprets this as follows: “It is obvious that the 
Assembly’s action, in their eyes and from their 
point of view, was an act of unfaithfulness or dis- 


obedience to our Lord.” 


As a matter of fact, the writer does not think 
this statement referred to any particular action of 
any General Assembly. It referred, rather, to the 
growing tendency to magnify actions of church 
courts, in general, to a place of ecclesiastical in- 
fallibility. Only recently a pastor in the North cate- 
gorically said to a fellow minister, ‘““The voice of 
the Presbytery is the voice of God.”’ But, that is 
Romanism, not historic Presbyterianism. 


Our standards specifically state: “dny synods or 
councils since the apostles’ times, whether general or 
particular, may err, and many have erred; therefore 
they are not to be made the rule of faith or practice, 
but to be used to help in both.” Confession of Faith, 
XXXIII section III. We are further told in this 
same Confession of Faith that “God alone is Lord 
of the conscience, and hath left it free from the 
doctrines and commandments of men which are in 
anything contrary to his word, or beside it in mat- 


ters of faith or worship.” Ibid. X XII section II. 


If our memory fails us not, the editors of the 
Presbyterian Outlook have never hesitated to object 
to and work against those actions of the General 
Assembly in the past with which they may have 
disagreed, 


Secondly; as to disagreement with the position 
outlined in the resolution quoted at the first of this 
editorial: Is it true that there has been a ‘“‘departure 
from the historic evangelical faith’? As we have 
reread this statement we wonder if anyone could 
have read it to mean a fotal departure? Of course 
not. It is not stated, nor is it implied. It is, how- 
ever, a categorical statement that within all three 
churches such a departure is to be found. We all 
know it is there and, so far as the evangelicals are 
concerned, it is a source of both sorrow and appre- 
hension. Sorrow because we believe spiritual power 
and convictions on Christian doctrine go hand in 
hand. Apprehension because such departures from 
the faith have never been static but increasingly 
destructive to the effective witness of the Church. 


Many liberals are now frankly stating that their 
views require a “revision” or reinterpretation of 
our existing standards. Many evangelicals are 
equally frank that, humanly speaking, they see no 
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possible reconciliation of the two positions. Both are 
seeing with increasing clarity that the emphasis on 
organic union, and for the ecumenical movement 
as a whole is but an outward manifestation of a 
deep seated difference of philosophy regarding the 
nature and mission of the Church. 


Again we say, to the liberal these movements 
towards a great ecclesiastical organization are of 
paramount importance, whereas, to the evangelical, 


the various “Councils” and cooperative efforts are 


desirable, but only as they affirm and maintain the 
basic facts of Christianity as an openly declared 
and constantly preached body of truth. To unite 
on a basis of common indifference to those doctrines 
which are clearly stated in the Scriptures, and 
which have been the foundation of historic Chris- 
tianity, is to the evangelical, short-sighted “‘states- 
manship,” to say the very least. 


Finally, the editorial in the Presbyterian Outlook 
says that they (the supporters of this Journal) 
‘make it very clear that they possess the true faith 
as over against the rest of the church.”’ One won- 
ders just how the purity of the Church has been 
maintained down through the ages? Has it been 
by a supine acquiescence to the ever recurring de- 
partures from the faith? What place is there for 
convictions? For conscience? For dissent from 
man-made movements and interpretations? 


If in the statement under consideration there is 
even a remote tinge of either hypocrisy or self- 
righteousness, then, as one who shared in its forma- 
tion, we are both sorry and repentant, and we 
apologize to any who may feel that we have done 
them an injustice. 


But, if the statement is true, and with all our 
heart we believe that it is true, then the real prob- 
lem is, WHERE IS THE REMEDY? 


Humanly speaking, there does not seem a way 
of reconciliation. However, there 1s a remedy, a 
supernatural one. We believe that God can so pour 
out His Holy Spirit on us as individuals, and as 
a church, until every problem is solved, every dif- 
ference reconciled and His truth and His way shall 
have absolute preeminence. To believe otherwise 
would be to stultify one’s Christian faith. 

However, such a glorious solution can only come 
by a complete surrender of our minds, our wills 
and all that we have to Him. Probably the first and 
most important thing of all is prayer. We still be- 
lieve that prayer changes things, not only subjec- 
tively, but also objectively and externally. 


Let us give God that chance! —L.N.B. 


A General Assembly 
Powerful For Government: Weak For Faith 
When one reads the Plan of Government in the 


light of the history of the largest Presbyterian body 
to enter the proposed merger, he comes to the con- 
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clusion that the united Church will have an Assem- 
bly mighty in governmental control, but grievously 
weak in sustaining the faith once for all delivered. 
As already indicated, the RADICAL PRINCIPLES exalt 
the authority of majority rule in the Plan of Union 
above what now exists in the USA Form of Gov- 
ernment and above what the USA Assembly of 1953 
asserted. Similarly, the inaugural address of the 
USA Stated Clerk declared that one is in the wrong 
when he is in the minority against the considered 
judgment of his brethren. That address almost 
made truth a matter of majority opinion. In the 
Case for Union the same USA authority closed his 
appeal for union with the words of the Radical 
Principles: The majority shall rule. 


One who is familiar with the actions of the USA 
Assemblies from 1925 to the present is aware, how- 
ever, that the wings of the Assembly have been thor- 
oughly clipped when it comes to the licensure and 
ordination of ministers. Be these men as far afield 
on the things given in the Holy Scriptures concern- 
ing our Lord Jesus Christ as may be, the USA 
Church treats the presbyteries as the court of orig- 
inal and of final jurisdiction. When it comes to the 
faith of the ministers the sundry presbyteries are 
final, the General Assembly no longer has any au- 
thority. The action of the Commission of Fifteen 
appointed by the 1925 Assembly, reporting to the 
two subsequent assemblies, and cited with approval 
by the 1935-37 and 1953 assemblies make that en- 
tirely clear. Do we want a General Assembly im- 
potent to maintain the faith, but potent to make 
the decrees of its “accidental’’ majority on other 
matters to be the law for our lives? If not, now is 
the time to act. Today the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S., is a sovereign body and can decline to enter 
a Plan with such a set-up. After the merger is ac- 
complished we will have less than a third of the 
votes in a body in which two-thirds of the presby- 
teries can carry any and everything. 


Could any provision be made to strengthen the 
power of the General Assembly in matters of faith? 
We would be the last to put limits on the power 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. But might He not be 
implored to act in improving the Plan of Union? 
The Plan of Union could take our action unani- 
mously passed in 1939, re-word it to suit itself, and 
lay it, at least as moral suasion, upon every Pres- 
bytery. Indeed, the Plan might re-establish the 
appellate authority of the Assembly over ordination. 
In any case, the General Assembly is in control of 
the Boards. It could issue an action, asserting the 
Divine authority of the Holy Scriptures in their 
testimony to our Lord Jesus Christ, and make its 
acceptance a condition for future membership on, 
and service under, the Boards of the Church. Now 
there is no need to fool ourselves. Only the action 
of our risen, living, regnant Lord Jesus Christ 
through the mighty moving of His Holy Spirit 
could bring such a thing to pass. But an insistence 
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of such a program by our Church might well be 
used by Him to that end, if such be His gracious 
will. —W.C.R. 


Southern Presbyterians 
At Evanston 


There are so many visitors here from our Church 
that one hesitates to mention some since he is there- 
by, sure to overlook others. The members of the 
delegation have been faithful in attending the plen- 
ary sessions in McGaw Hall and the sections for 


group study. Dr. John Cunningham who was a> 


delegate at Amsterdam, was elected chairman of the 
groups, and asked to arrange for and preside at 
whatever report our General Assembly wishes on 
this meeting. He served on a panel discussion pre- 
sented to the accredited visitors on race relations 
and, no doubt, would have taken other parts in the 
work of the Assembly except for antrim trouble that 
kept him in bed several days. Mrs. W. H. Hopper 
cast the vote of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., for 
the admission of two more denominations to the 
World Council. Both of these came from South 
_ Africa, one a Dutch Reformed Church and one a 
Negro Reformed Church. President David Stitt 
was in his usual fine form in making friends with 
everybody. He did good service in the commission 
on a Responsible Society in seeking to make this a 
more distinctly biblical and Christological approach 
to the intricate problems of society. Your corres- 
pondent served on the commission on Faith and 
Order where he was able to get into the report 
statements magnifying the Word as a means of 
grace used by the Reigning Christ to convey His 
Spirit to men—equally with such other means as 
the sacraments. (The original draft magnified bap- 
tism as the means of the bestowal of the Spirit and 
the Eucharist of the Presence of Christ, but said 
less of the Word). In the Plenary Session an amend- 
ment was introduced and accepted listing communi- 
cant and catechetical classes as methods of winning 
the oncoming generation to Christ. 


Colonel Francis Pickens Miller called Christians 
to their political responsibility in a speech to the 
plenary assembly that made every Southern Pres- 
byterian there swell with pride. He was elected a 
member of the Central Committee and was in con- 
tinual contact with the General Secretary and other 
officials letting them know the pulse of the dele- 
gates, suggesting wise emendations and changes and 
proved himself the most valuable member of the 


delegation. —W.C.R. 


Next Week—An editorial entitled: 
“Why evangelicals believe in the BODILY 
resurrection of our Lord.” 


ANGLERS 


(By The Editor Of The Testament 
For Fishers Of Men) 


Lesson Number 74 
The Home “Fish Pond” 


More and more of the farmers and suburbanites 
are discovering the possibilities of a fish pond right 
on the premises. Sometimes a natural depression 
with a stream running through it makes only a very 
small embankment necessary to impound a con- 
siderable body of water. This is stocked with fish 
(the U. S. Government, Fisheries Dept. will sup- 
ply ‘‘fingerlings” without cost), and within a very 
short time fishing is good not far from the kitchen 
door. It is much like going to the chicken yard and 
selecting a fowl for a meal. Just two days ago a 
friend invited this writer to come spend an after- 
noon and evening at his farm home. He said there 
are both bass and bream in my pond; we will catch 
as many as we want and fry them for supper. Do 
you think I won’t accept that invitation? How 
many times I have traveled 200 miles, fished all 
day and caught nothing. This barnyard pond smacks 
of the Garden of Eden! 


In many cases there is “good fishing” for souls 
right in the home. Yet it is sometimes overlooked. 
One of the strangest situations is a Christian home 
where parents fail to frankly talk to their children 
about Jesus Christ as their Saviour and lead them 
to accept Him while yet in their early years. The 
older they become, the harder it seems to do—and 
the less and less likely. 


I have heard a Christian mother say, “That is 
one thing Clara must decide for herself, without 
any suggestion from me, unless she asks my advice.” 
Think of it! That mother is keen to instruct Clara 
about her clothes, her studies, her diet, even her 
friends; she frequently reminds her about her ‘“‘fu- 
ture.” She wants Clara to be a success. But as for 
her relationship to her Lord—she must seek out 
her own way, unaided! 


In happy contrast here is an incident reported by 
Dr. Bell in The Journal eleven years ago: 


“A mother just returned from the hospital after 
a serious operation, told the following story to a 
member of The Journal staff. ‘I was sitting, reading 
the Bible to my 13-year-old son. As I read, I be- 
came conscious of the fact that he was deeply stirred, 
and I felt that the Holy Spirit was dealing with 
him. I said to him, Son we have often talked to you 
about becoming a Christian; don’t you want to 
accept Christ as your Saviour now? He got up and 
left the room without a word. In a few minutes he 
came back, and it was obvious that he was still very 
much moved. I suggested that we kneel down and 
talk to the Lord about it, and we did. Right there 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


— — ©) 


be 

to 

wi 

ag 

4 

hz 
om 

| 

4 

é 

t 

4 

PAGE 6 


] had the joy of hearing my son confess his sins and 
ask Jesus to save him. When he got up, his face was 


radiant and his first remark was, Mother, I have ~ 


been using a lot of ugly words. I have asked God 
to forgive me and now I ask you to do the same.’ 


CAS] saw the joy in this mother’s face and real- 
ized the faithfulness of her testimony in the home 
which had made this experience possible, there came 
again to mind the great opportunity and privilege 
which we Christian parents have. It is at our side 
that our children should first hear of Him. Do we 
have the faith and clear spiritual conception of this 
mother to enable us to experience a like joy?” 


Now read Deut. 6:4-7. 


LIQUOR 
I Believe In Alcohol 


I believe in alcohol, 
For I have found it true 

It’s good to keep dead things intact, 
“Preserve” is what ‘twill do. 

But, strange to say, it won’t preserve 
The living—just the dead. 

It’s excellent for specimens, 
But let this much be said: 

It won’t preserve ideals, you know 
Or character, or health: 

It won’t preserve a chauffeur’s nerve: 
It won’t preserve one’s wealth. 

It won’t preserve a happy home! 
No wonder [ have said, 

“It won’t preserve the living things, 
"Twill just preserve the dead.” 


—Florence Marshall. 


To Be Happy Without 
Being Intoxicated 


“It will take more than our dollars to counteract. 


the liquor traffic’s social impact upon our youth. 
We will have to go back to our homes, back to our 
fathers and mothers, to our boys and girls and their 
personal relationships in the home. We will have 
to go back to training both parents and youth how 
to be happy without getting themselves intoxicated. 


“Parents, if you would guarantee to your children 
an enlightened and sensible social adjustment that 
will fortify them against the social pressures that 
lead to alcoholism and addiction, then you must keep 
everlastingly at it in your own home, at your own 
hearthstone. You must lead your children to be- 
lieve by example and by precept, by admonition, by 
advice and counsel, that liquor has no part and no 
place in our free way of life and in their individual 
lives if they want to be successful and happy over 
the longest possible period of years.” 


—John R. Cranor, Washington. 
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For The CHurcH EXTENSION SEASON’ 
September 27 - October 24, 1954 


Read 


KENNETH 


| IN THE CITY 
G By 
z Kenneth D. Miller 


INTERDENOMINATIONAL STUDY BOOK 
ON THE THEME “THE CITY” 


Have the Protestant city churches kept pace with our 
shifting population? Have they reached out to groups 
the author calls the ‘‘wistful pagans’? Have they failed 
in the “inner city’’ areas? How have the suburban 
churches taken advantage of their opportunities? 
These are some of the questions Dr. Miller examines vigor- 
ously and zealously and answers with illustrations of how 
individual churches meet their community needs. Every 
church member will find in this book a compelling chal- 
lenge to ask himself: “‘What can I and my church do?” 


ORDER FROM 


PRESBYTERIAN BOOK STORES 


P. O. Box 1176 P. O. Box 6127 P. O. Box 1020 
Richmond 9, Va. Atlanta 5, Georgia Dallas 21, Texas 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Educational excellence. Member Southern Association Col- 
lege and Secondary Schouls. Endowed. Christian emphasis. 
A.A. and A.S. degrees. Graduates transfer to Junior Class 
best colleges. Professor each ten students. Personal atten- 
tion. Scientific tests. Athletics. Two-year business course. 
Preparatory department with llth, 12th grades. Veterans. 
Moderate charges. Scholarships. Self-help. Fall session begins 
September 6, 1954. 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Box 34-W — Maxton, N. C. 


PINKING SHEARS 
Only’ $1.95 postpaid. Chromium plated, preei- 
sion made. Manufacturer’s Christmas overstock. 
Guaranteed $7.95 walue or money refunded. 
Order by mail. Lincoln Surplus Sales, 1704 West 
Farwell Avenue, Chicago 26, Illinois. 


Minister desires interview with pulpit commit- 
tees seeking pastor. For further details write 
c/o Box 68, Southern Presbyterian Journal, 
Weaverville, N. C. 


THE CHRISTIAN FAITI ACCORDING: 
TO THE SHORTER CATECHISM | 
By William Childs Robinson, D.D. , 


. Booklet, 44 pages and cover, 25c per copy, $2.50 
}per dozen, or $20.00 per 100 copies, postpaid. 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR OCTOBER 3 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Fob’s Struggle To Understand Life 


Background Scripture: Job 1 and 2; 19- 


23. Devotional Reading: Romans 8 :33-39. 


In our Devotional Reading Paul asks some deep questions and gives some great answers to these ques- 
tions. He begins his series of questions in verse 31: What shall we say to these things? If God be for us, who 
can be against us? We know that God is for us. He that spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for 
us all, how shall he not with him freely give us all things? If a man is willing to give us the best and most 
precious of his possessions, it stands to reason that he will give us anything else that he has. So it is with 


God: He has given His best; He is therefore willing 


to freely bestow upon us all things. 


Who shall lay anything to the charge of God’s 
elect ? Job was one of God’s elect. God asked Satan, 
hast thou considered my servant Job, that there is 
none like him in the earth? Satan immediately laid 
his charge against Job: he does not serve you for 
nothing: you have prospered and protected him. 


~ Who is he that condemneth? Christ is the only 
One Who can condemn, and He came not to judge 
the world, but to save the world. He will judge 
later on when He appears the second time. We see 
a good illustration in His gracious dealing with the 
sinful woman in John 8:1-11; ‘Neither do I con- 
demn thee: go, and sin no more.” 


Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? 
These verses fit the case of Job; they also fitted the 
apostle Paul. “More than conquerors through him 
that loved us.” Paul had a more triumphant faith 
than Job, and in some ways a more trying experi- 
ence. Job’s test was a severe one; sudden and over- 
whelming, but it did not seem to last so long. It 
was like a violent storm. Before he died he saw 
“all things work together for his good,” for in the 
end he had twice as much as he had before. Paul’s 
testing was a long one. God had said to him, I will 
show you how great things you must suffer, and 
the apostle went through one trial after another, 
all those experiences which he catalogues for us in 
Il Corinthians chapter eleven. He was imprisoned 
and. beheaded, and had to wait for his reward. Yet 
Paul never complained as Job did, but even gloried 
in tribulation. 


The book of Job deals with the problem of human 
suffering. The design of.the book is to teach us to 
trust while we do not understand or see clearly; 
in other words, to “walk by faith, not by sight.” 
Job did not give up his faith in God: he even went 
so far as to say, Though He slay me, yet will I 
trust Him; but he did murmur and complain and 
ask questions and became impatient. “‘Job’s failure 
is our lesson. We know God and therefore trust 
Him, whether or not we know the conditions” 
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(Analytical Bible). A man with the strong faith 
of Paul does trust without knowing. I am afraid 
that our faith is more like that of Job than like 


the great apostle. Let us pray for a triumphant 
faith! 


We have two lessons on Job. The one today deals 
mainly with the Facts. The next lesson gives God’s 
answer to the questions and perplexity of his ser- 
vant. 


I. The Character and Prosperity of Job: 
1:1-5. 


We have described for us in these opening verses 
one of the good rich men of the Bible. Job was 


perfect and upright; he feared God and eschewed 


evil. Wealth does not necessarily make a man mean 
in character. Many of the patriarchs were rich 
men; Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph. The Jews 
considered wealth a sign of God’s favor. 


Job had a large and interesting family. Like 
most children whose father is wealthy, there were 
frequent parties and much feasting. Job was deeply 
concerned about his children and offered up burnt 
offerings, for he feared that in their pleasures they 
would commit some sin. Would that all of us, 
whether rich or poor, were as deeply concerned 
about the conduct of our children. 


Altogether this portrait of this servant of the 


Lord is all that could be desired. 


Il. The First Conversation httinecn the 
Lord and Satan : 6-12. 


There is mystery connected with this scene. When 
the sons of God came to present themselves before 
Him, Satan, the adversary, came with them. We 
have an insight into the activity of our adversary, 
the devil, who, as a roaring lion, is going about, 
seeking whom he may devour. In I Peter 5:8 we 


have this description of him: “Be sober, be vigilant; — 


because your adversary, the devil, as a roaring lion 
walketh about, seeking whom he may devour.” 
Here, Satan says that he has been going to and fro 
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in the earth, and walking up and down in it. This 
is one of the places in the Bible where we learn a 
good many things about him. 


The Lord brings up the case of Job. Hast thou 
considered my servant Job? God is pleased with, 
and proud of those who are true to Him. He loves 
to honor those that love the Lord. The adversary is 
ready with his sneering answer. He suggests that Job 
is being well paid for being good, for God had set 
a hedge about him and blessed him abundantly. He 
insinuates that there is no such thing as disinterested 
piety. Men and women are good because it pays to 
be good, or at least, they think it pays; that God 
will protect and prosper those who obey Him. This 
is true, as Moses tells Israel in Deuteronomy. 
Obedience brings blessing; disobedience, a curse. 
This remains as a general rule and guiding principle 


of life. 


Then Satan proposes that Job be tested; that all 
his possessions be taken away, and He will renounce 
thee to thy face. God agrees to the test, only stipu- 
lating that Satan shall not touch the person of Job. 


III. The First Test: His property 
and children destroyed: 1:13-22. 


In one disaster and tragedy after another, all of 
these precious things are swept away, and the sad 
news is brought to Job. ““Then Job arose, and rent 
his mantle, and shaved his head, and fell down upon 
the ground and worshipped, and said, Naked came 
I out of my mother’s womb, and naked shall I re- 
turn thither; the Lord gave, and the Lord hath 
taken away: blessed be the name of the Lord. In all 
this Job sinned not, nor charged God foolishly.” 


He stood the shock well. There seems to be no 
weakening of his faith or loyalty to God; no mur- 
muring or complaining. The result of this first test 
was all that one could hope for. 


IV. The Second Conversation: 
2:1-6. 

The scene again changes to the presence of God, 
and Satan again presents himself before the Lord. 
The Lord asks the same question of him, and re- 
ceives the identical answer. Then the Lord brings 
up the case of Job and exults over the result of 
the first test: And still he holds fast his integrity. 
Satan is ready with his reply: All that a man hath 
will he give for his life, but put forth thy hand 
now, and touch his bone and his flesh, and he will 
renounce thee to thy face. And the Lord said unto 
Satan, Behold he is in thy hand, but save his life. 
It is indeed a terrible thing to be in the hand of 
our adversary. We learn how cruel he is, but we 
also learn that his power is limited: he can go no 
further than God allows him to go. This is a com- 
fort and consolation. 


V. The Second Test: 
A Terrible Affliction: 2:7-13. 


He was smitten with sore boils—seemingly some 
form of leprosy, very painful and dangerous,—and 
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Bible Story Books 


The Child’s Story Bible 
By Catherine F. Vos 

732 Pages, full color pictures, maps, index, scripture refer- 
’ ences, pronunciation guide, large, clear type, $3.95 postpaid. 


Egermeier’s Bible Story Book 

By Elsie E. Egermeier 
Three editions to choose from. ‘‘A’”’ is complete Bible in 
story, 234 stories, 608 pages. ‘“B’’ is culture edition with 
every feature of “‘A”’ plus home-study section, 688 pages. 
“C”’ is deluxe gift edition, contains all features of ‘“‘A”’; and 
‘““‘B” adding 16 pages of pictures and stories on life of 
Christ with 16-page photographic reproduction of Holy 
Land scenes. $2.95. “‘B,” $3.95. ‘“‘C,’’ $4.95. 


The Foster Bible Story Books 

By Charles Foster 
An illustrative list of titles, including: Story Of The Gos- 
pel ($1.00), Story Of The Bible ($2.25), First Steps For 
Little Feet ($1.25), and Bible Pictures ($2.00). Each dis- 
tinctive, yet all true-to-the-Bible and especially adapted for 
small children. 


Marian’s Favorite Bible Stories 

By Marian Schoolland 
For children 3 to 8, carefully designed for this age group, 
large type, close to Bible narrative, full color pictures, all 
making a good all-around Bible Story Book for primary 
and intermediates. $1.50. 


Marian’s Big Book Of Bible Stories 

By Marian Schoolland 
Next step for children is this graded complete story book 
covering the entire Bible in faithful retelling of 226 stories. 
To protect your child from harmful stories untrue to the 
Biblical account, this book is par excellent. $3.50. 


Bible Stories For Boys And Girls 


By Theodore Engstrom 
Seventy stories from the Scripture for boys and girls 5 to 
10 years of age. Designed to lead young minds to a closer 
understanding and faith in the Word of God, this book is 
particularly fine for children not familiar with the Bible 


stories. $1.95. 
ORDER FROM 
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WEAVERVILLE, NORTH CAROLINA 


taking a piece of broken pottery to scrape himself, 
he sat down among the ashes. This was more than 
his wife could stand. She said to him, Dost thou still 
retain thine integrity? Renounce God, and die. He 
rebukes her for her suggestion and asks the ques- 
tion, What? shall we receive good at the hand of 
God, and shall we not receive evil? In all this Job 
did not sin with his lips. 


His three friends come to see him and are so 


overcome with his awful plight that they lift up 


their voices and weep, rend their mantles, sprinkle 
dust upon their heads and sit down with him seven 
days without speaking, for they saw that his grief 
was great. 


After this they begin the “Great Debate” which 
we will consider more fully in our next lesson. Job 
does not come through with “flying colors,” but he 
does cling to God, never losing entirely his faith. 
He complains bitterly: he curses the day in which 
he was born; he asks pitiful questions; he is be- 
wildered and stunned, and seems at times to waver, 
but he never renounces God. He vindicates himself 
rather proudly and maintains that he is righteous, 
and not guilty of any of the sins of which his friends 
accuse him. His three friends insist that he must 
be guilty of some great sin for their philosophy is 
that sin and suffering go together. We will see more 
of this debate in our next lesson. 
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YOUNG PEOPLE’S DEPARTMENT 
YOUTH PROGRAM FOR OCTOBER 3 


REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Who Runs Church 


DEVOTIONAL: 


Hymn: “Praise The Lord: Ye Heavens Adore 
Him” 

Prayer 

Scripture: Titus 1:5-9; I Timothy 3:1-13 

Hymn: “Seal Us, O Holy Spirit” 

Offering 

Hymn: “We Bear The Strain Of Earthly 


Care”’ 


PROGRAM LEADER: 


Sometimes people who are quite active in their 
churches have a very vague idea about how the 
church is run. In speaking of the administration of 
the church they may say that ‘‘they” do this and 
“they” are responsible for that. Who is “‘they” ? Who 
does actually run your church and who is responsible 
for its program and work? The purpose of this pro- 
gram and of our speakers is to give us a clear an- 
swer to these questions. If there are any other points 
which come to your minds with regard to this sub- 
ject, we shall allow a time for the discussion of 
them after the speakers have finished. 


(Ask an Elder and a Deacon to take the first 
two parts on the program, explaining the nature of 
their office in the church and the sense in which 
the Session and the Board of Deacons run the 
church. We are including below an outline of 
points which they should consider. You might ask 
the minister to take the third part describing the 
work of our church courts. In case it is needed, we 
are also offering suggestions for the speaker who 
presents this subject. ) 


First Speaker (An Elder) : 


You will want to show the importance of the 
office of Elder in the Presbyterian church. Ours is 
a church governed by Elders. The name “Presby- 
terian’’ comes from the Greek word “presbyter” 
which means Elder. \lention that there are two 
kinds of Elders, teaching Elders (ministers) 
and ruling Elders, who are elected from among 
the men of the congregation. The real basis for hav- 
ing Elders to govern the church is found in the 
Bible in both Old and New Testaments (See Exo- 
dus 3:16; Acts 14:23 and 20:17). Qualifications 
and duties of Elders are described in Titus 1 and 
I Timothy 3, but for a full description of the Elder 
see chapter 10 of The Form of Government in the 
Book of Church Order. Make it clear to the young 
people that Elders are the chosen representatives of 
the people, the ruling Elder is asked the same ques- 
tions at his ordination as a minister, and that the 
office is permanent. | 
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Second Speaker (A Deacon): 


The Book of Church Order states that the office 


of Deacon is one of ‘“‘sympathy and service.” This 


office has its origin in the New Testament Church. 
Biblical authority for it is found in I Timothy 3 
and in Philippians 1:1. An account of what we be- 
lieve to be the beginning of this office is to be found 
in Acts 6. The name ‘Deacon’ comes from the 
Greek word which means minister or servant. It 
is the word which Christ used to describe His min- 
istry in Mark 10:45. For a full discussion of the 
office and its duties see chapter 11 of the Form of 
Government of the Book of Church Order. Make 
it clear to the young people that the office of Dea- 
con is essentially spiritual and that his duty involves 
far more than ushering, taking up the offering, and 
conducting the every member canvass. 


Third § peaker: 


You have already been told that the name Pres- 
byterian means that our church is governed by EI- 
ders, but this does not mean that individual Elders 
have governing authority. Their power to rule is 
expressed through the action of a group of Elders, 
and this group is called a church court. 


There are four church courts in the Presbyterian 
system. The basic one of these is the Session which is 
made up of all the active Elders in a local church. 
The minister acts as moderator of the Session, and 
one of their number is chosen as clerk to keep the 
minutes and records. The Session is responsible for 
overseeing the entire program of the church, and 
all organizations of the church are under the au- 
thority and supervision of the Session. For further 
duties of the Session see chapter 14 of the Form of 
Government in the Book of Church Order. | 


The next larger church court is the Presbytery 
which is composed of all the ministers and one 
representative from each Session in a given area, 
usually several counties. (Give the name of your 
Presbytery, and tell what territory it includes.) 
The Presbytery elects its officers, moderator and 
clerk, from among its membership. The Presbytery 
is responsible for the promotion of the program of 
the church within its bounds, it has authority to 
ordain and receive ministers and to establish and 
dissolve churches, and it can propose matters for 
consideration in the higher courts. Chapter 15 of 
the Form of Government in the Book of Church 
Order deals with Presbyteries. 
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The Synod is made up of three or more Pres- 
byteries.and ordinarily follows the boundaries of a 
state. (Giye the name of your Synod and tell which 
PresbyterieS\are included in it.) Synod’s officers are 
chosen in the Same way as in the Presbyteries, and 
the basis of representation for attendance at the 
meetings is the same in the Synods as in the Pres- 
byteries. Synods are responsible for the promotion 
of the program of the church as it is of common in- 
terest to the churches and Presbyteries within its 
bounds. Many Presbyterian institutions, such as 
schools, colleges, and homes, are controlled and 
supported by Synods. 


The highest church court is the General Assem- 
bly. It is made up of sixteen Synods and eighty-four 
Presbyteries. —TThe General Assembly meets once 
annually and is responsible for the overall program 
of the church. Representatives to the General As- 
sembly (called Commissioners) are elected by the 
Presbyteries. Each presbytery is entitled to at least 
one ruling elder and one minister. An additional 
pair is allotted for each four thousand members in 
the presbytery. The General Assembly controls and 
supports the official agencies of the church, such as 
the boards, etc. While the General Assembly is 
the highest court, its power is limited. In many 
matters it must seek the advice and consent of the 
Presbyteries. This principle of the higher courts 
being limited by the lower courts is found through- 
out the Presbyterian system. In every case the au- 
thority is traced back to the congregations who 
alone have authority to elect officers. 


Even when all this is said, there is still an au- 
thority which our church looks to above the con- 
gregation and the church courts. We believe that 
Christ is the only Head of the Church, and that by 
His Holy Spirit He works in the lives of His peo- 
ple to govern the Church. In other words, Christ 
is the only person who can properly run your church. 


Women’s Work 


Montreat Women’s Training 
School—1954 


“Let us all go unto the city of Jerusalem.” Let 
us all go unto the mountains of Montreat! We, 
of this modern age, do have a Jerusalem. When one 
passes through the gates at Montreat, a feeling of 
spiritual security nestles close to one’s heart and 
mind, crowding out the worldly things of life. 
Blessed peace. 


Knowing that my tenure as Presbyterial Presi- 
dent is drawing to a close, and knowing that my 
efforts to be a Bible teacher will continue; I chose 
my classes with this thought in mind. But I did 
find this underlined phrase, consecrated imagina- 
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tion. What a leeway for me, my stumbling efforts 
will not worry me. 

The above phrase was spoken by Dr. David L. 
Stitt, the Bible Hour speaker. Dr. Stitt created 
many new friends for Ephesians by skillfully re- 
vealing “The Family of Faith.” Our theme, Our 
Task: One World in Christ, becomes very real. Ask 
yourselves two questions: What would Jesus do? 
Why be a Christian? It seemed to me that Dr. Stitt 
set the tone for the conference. In other words, ‘“‘this 
is it,’ what are you going to do about this business 
of being a Christian? 


Go with me ‘now to the “How” workshop for 
Circle Bible leaders. Here our feet were again 
placed firmly on the ground by practical suggestions 
for the teaching of God’s Word. In workshop any 
and all problems are discussed, ideas expounded, 
and satisfying answers were given. For example, 
we proved that all things should be equal in circles 
—twenty minutes for Bible, twenty minutes for 
“TLet’s Talk About,” twenty minutes for business. 
Try it in your own circles, it works. ] cannot pass 
up this opportunity to comment on the reactions of 
the ‘‘How” group to the recent action of the Gen- 
eral Assembly on union and segregation. Prayer is 
the answer, coupled with the fact that we belong 
to a Christian Church and not members of a man- 
made church. Read your Book of Church Order, it 


does and always will include all races. 


“The Righteousness of God,” Paul’s letter to 
the Romans will be our Circle Bible study for 1955. 
As the teen-ager would express it, Dr. Arnold B. 
Rhodes “let us have it.” In his words, too many 


‘people are trying to save themselves, the time has 


come for us to step down from the throne and put 
God back in his rightful place. The study of Ro- 
mans will be so refreshing as we experience the 
dictates of Paul’s heart. 


Do I dare to elaborate on other highlights of the 
conference? Space is limited and your patience 
should be considered. Mention of the evening meet- 
ings cannot be avoided. The evening meetings were 
dominant in personalities, presenting our World 
Task in Christ: in the Southland, in the Home, 
with our Youth, with our Women. Have you ever 
seen people talk to God? If not, then attend one of 
these evening meetings. The candlelight service— 
how wonderful that God gives us so many oppor- 
tunities to rededicate our faith and our lives. My 
own candle was but a flicker of light; but this I 
know, that God’s light was flooding my pathway. 


“Let the words of my mouth and the meditations 
of my heart be acceptable in Thy sight, O Lord my 
strength and my redeemer.” 


—Verna C. (Mrs. Herbert L.) Williams. 


ORDER YOUR BOOKS FROM 
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Making My Personality 


‘ 


‘“, . . I am come that they might have life, and 


that they might have it more abundantly.” John 


10:10. 


I will profit by my mistakes. I will learn by ex- 
perience the wise course of action. 


It is easier to be critical than correct. 


If you wish to be miserable, think about your- 
self ; if you wish to be happy, think about others. 


I am resolved never to narrow my soul by hating 
any man. | will have a forgiving spirit. 


I seek a Guide higher and better than myself; I 
will pattern myself after Jesus. In Him I wil d 
the strength and the spirit to meet my problems. 


By the grace of God, I am what I am. So ac- 
cepting myself, I will now see what I can do about 
myself. 


A loving spirit transforms life for it is focused 
not on self but on others. 


I press onward toward the mark. 


United Nations Day 


Last year United Nations Day, October 24, was 
commemorated in 74 countries throughout the 
world. Most member states observed the day, and 
also non-member states as Austria, Germany, Italy 
Japan. 


United Nations Day in 1954 falls on a Sunday. 
This gives churches a particularly fine opportunity 
to arrange a meaningful observance of the ninth 
anniversary of the 60-member organization. 


Many people still do not realize the significant 
achievements of the UN during the brief span of 
its existence. Nor do they understand how important 
these accomplishments are, especially in view of the 
fact that the successful working of the UN was 
based upon the close cooperation of Britain, China, 
France, the USA, and the USSR. The UN has 
made gains in the political, social and economic 
fields. Yet perhaps its most valuable contribution 
in our tense and anxious world situation is that it 
has lessened the potential ferocity of the East-West 
power struggle by providing opportunity for per- 
sonal contacts and negotiation, at times constructive, 
between the leaders of the two power blocs. 


The only way in which we can build a larger 
measure of international order is by increasing 
world community. Mutual trust and confidence 
must be encouraged among the nations. Essentially 
this is a moral problem. Advances in this area can 
and must be made by diplomats and statesmen, as 
well as by leaders of non-governmental organiza- 
tions and by the ordinary citizens of many lands. 
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Because the root problem our anguished world 
faces today is moral in nature, churches have a car- 
dinal responsibility on United Nations Day (Oc- 
tober 24) and during all of United Nations Week 
(October 17-24) to provide an opportunity to focus 
on key international issues of our day. When the 
foundations of the earth are being shaken, the re- 
ligious forces of our land must give us direction 
and offer the basis for authentic hope. 


For materials on United Nations, write to Na- 
tional Council of Churches, 120 E. 23rd St., New 
York 10, N. Y. | 


Church News 


World Missions Receipts 


Budget for 1954 _. __.... $2,874,900.00 
Receipts to date 1,474,565.36 
Percentage of annual budget 

received to date _ é 31.29% 
Balance needed for the year 1 400,334.64 


The General Fund And 


Interchurch Agencies 


STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS 
Jan. 1 - Aug. 31, 1954 


THE GENERAL FUND 


Budget for 1954 $7 16,899.00 
217,866.94 
Percentage of annual budget 

received to date 30.4 
Balance needed for the year $499 032.06 


INTERCHURCH AGENCIES 
Budget for 1954 $ 22,000.00 
Receipts to date 8,275.73 
Percentage of annual budget, 
received to date 37.6 
Balance needed for the year $ 13,724.27 


Dr. E. D. Kerr 
Passes At Home 


NEWBERRY, S. C., SEPT. 4 (PN) — Funeral 
services were held here today for Dr. Edgar Davis 
Kerr, for nearly 40 years Professor of Old Testa- 
ment Languages, Literature and Exegesis at Colum- 
bia Presbyterian Theological Seminary, Decatur, 


Ga. 


Dr. Kerr, who retired in June 1953 but con- 
tinued to teach through the 1953-54 school year at 
the special request of the seminary, would have 
been 73 in November. He died suddenly at his 
home here September 2. Dr. Kerr is survived by his 
widow, the former Lucile Wilson of Newberry. 
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Services were held from the Aveleigh Presby- 
terian Church here, of which Dr. Kerr was pastor 
from 1912 until 1927. The present pastor, the Rev. 
Neil E. Truesdale, had charge of the services. Dr. 
J. McDowell Richards, president of Columbia 
Seminary, and other members of the faculty repre- 
sented that institution. 


Dr. Kerr joined the seminary faculty in 1915, 
and continued his services there through 39 years. 
During 12 of these years he also served as pastor 
in Newberry. Earlier, he was pastor of the High- 
land Park Church of Montgomery, Ala., Good 
Hope Church of Benton, Ala., and First Church 
of Waynesville, N. C. A native of Charlotte, N. C., 
Dr. Kerr was a graduate of Davidson College, and 
of Columbia Seminary. He also obtained a degree 
from Princeton Theological Seminary, and did 
graduate work in the University of Chicago. He 
was given an honorary Doctorate of Divinity by 
Presbyterian College of South Carolina in 1921. 


Dr. and Mrs. Kerr had moved to N ewbe?ry only 


this summer. 


Montreat College Begins Fall 
Session With 136 Enrollment 


MontTreat — A total of 186 students, represent- 
ing a 6 per cent increase over last year, has en- 
rolled for the fall term at Montreat College, Regis- 
trar Princie Maphet announced. 


Student leaders of the Student Christian As- 
sociation, Student Government Association, Athletic 
Association and publication staffs met with Dean 
of Women Elizabeth Wilson to plan activities for 
the coming school year. 


Orientation week at the college began Sept. 7, 
when committees of upperclassmen greeted new stu- 
dents and escorted them to the campus for a meet- 
ing with President J. Rupert McGregor. 


Registration for freshman and transfer students 
was held Thursday, Sept. 9 with upperclass enroll- 
ment scheduled for the 10th. Classes will get under- 
way Saturday morning, Sept. 11. 


Other activities included a faculty meeting, 
placement tests, class meetings, chapel program, and 
several parties and other recreational programs. 


Assembly’s Training 


School Opens Fall Session 
With 131 Enrollment 

Rev. Hunter B. Blakely, D.D., Secretary of the 
Division of Higher Education of the Presbyterian 


Board of Christian Education, in Richmond, Vir- 
ginia, spoke at the opening of the 41st session of 
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the General Assembly’s Training School on Sep- 


tember 9. 


The junior class of 90 members is the largest en- 
rolled for several years. The total enrollment is 
131. These students come from nineteen states and 
four foreign countries, Brazil, Japan, Korea and 
Mexico. The majority are college graduates and 
have studied at sixty-seven colleges and universities. 


Dr. Frank W. Price, former missionary to China 
and former moderator of the Presbyterian General 
Assembly, will teach a course on missions this ses- 
sion, special arrangements having been made with 
the New Monmouth Church, Lexington, bc: 
of which Dr. Price is pastor. 


Student body officers are: Cornelia Hale, Tusca- 
loosa, Ala., president; Florence Hussung, Louisville, 
Kentucky, vice-president; Miriam Dunson, Com- 
merce, Ga., secretary; and Jewell Bailey, Charles- 
ton, S. C., treasurer. 


Presbyterian Junior College 


Maxton, N. C. — Orientation for new students 
began at College Monday, September 7th with 
placement tests. 


The enrollment of new students has increased 
over last session and when old students return for 
classes on Wednesday it seems all rooms in the 
dormitory will be filled and several students will 
necessarily be housed in other buildings. Tentative 
enrollment figure for on-campus students is 109, 
and with the night students at Lumberton and Fair- 
mont the total enrollment is expected to exceed 175 
for the session. Students may enroll until Septem- 
ber 18th and it is expected a number will come in 
during the next few days both for regular day 
classes and for night classes in Maxton, Lumberton, 
and Fairmont. 


BOOKS 


All books reviewed in this department may be 
secured, postpaid, by ordering from The Southern 
Presbyterian Journal, Weaverville, N. 


Kinoc’s MountTAIN AND Its HEROES. Lyman C. 
Draper. Continental Book Company, 206 Miuills 
Street, Marietta, Georgia. Order from Mrs. M. B. 
Wales, 316 S. Marietta Street, Gastonia, North 


Carolina. Price $10.00. 


This is an exact facsimile reproduction of the rare 
1881 Edition—a Monumental work of 625 pages 
invaluable for authentic data on the American 
Revolution in the South and for Genealogical re- 
search, 


Draper, Secretary of the Wisconsin Historical 
Society, travelled more than 60,000 miles in obtain- 
ing source material for this book. 
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The Battle of Kings Mountain has been desig- 
nated by The War College as the Turning Point 
of the American Revolution, and was the only battle 
in recorded history where all the foes were killed, 
wounded, or captured! 


Patrick Ferguson, famed British leader, expert 
marksman, and rifle inventor, met his death in this 
battle at the early age of 37. 


At the sesqui-centennial celebration in 1930 Her- 
bert Hoover was principle speaker and the 175th 
Anniversary of the battle will be in 1955. 


Biographies of such military giants as Campbell, 
Shelby, Sevier, Cleveland, Lacey, Williams, Ham- 
bright, Hathorne, Brandon, McDowell, Winston, 
and Hammond spring forcibly from the pages of 
this volume! 


Copies of the original edition have sold as high 
as $50.00. You can now obtain a copy at a fraction 
of this cost. 


“Go Quickty ANp TELL.” By Dorothy Dyk- 
huizen. Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company. 
Price $2.50. 


Should you want a trip to Navajo Land, and 
would wish to know more of these enigmatical peo- 
ple, here is the book for you. It is strikingly illus- 
trated by the artist-etcher, Reynold Weidenaar, 
with pen drawings right from the scene. It portrays 
the many-hued pageantary of the life of this people, 
in words and photographs. Here and there the pages 
break out with sparkling bits of native humor. 


Will the Navajo Christian “go back to the blan- 
ket” and recant? Many experiences in her fascinat- 
ing book prove this to be untrue. If you want an 
inspirational uplift for yourself, new hope for the 
Navajo and a powerful challenge to evangelize 


them, do read it. —Elisabeth C. Smith. 


THE Epistie oF St. JAMES. Joseph B. Mayor. 
Zondervan Publishing House. Price $6.95. 


Working from the original Greek text adding 
introductory notes and comments. Dr. Mayor here 
presents a helpful and needed exposition of the 
epistle of St. James. He says in his preface, “It has 
been my aim, treating the book like any other an- 
cient writing, to ascertain the precise meaning of 
each sentence, phrase and word as it was intended 
~ by the writer and understood by those to whom his 
epistle was addressed.” This volume must certain- 
ly be rated as one of the most able and scholarly 
exegetical commentaries in existence on James. 


HicH PEAKs IN REDEMPTION. F. J. Huegel. 
Zondervan Publishing Company. Price $1.95. | 


Dr. Huegel’s ability to picture for Christians 
the wonderful redemption truths found in the 
Word of God is nothing short of amazing. He has 
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managed to add new sparkle to old truths in such 
a stirring way that Christians will find themselves 
impressed anew with their wonderful privileges as 
children of God. The author addresses himself to 
those who are not just satisfied to live partially de- 
feated lives. For those Christians who want to lead 
constant lives of victory, he pictures and explains 
the wonderful redemption truths in an unforgettable 
manner. 


THAT SERPENT, THE Devit. F. J. Huegel. 
Zondervan Publishing Company. Price $1.95. 


Dr. Huegel’s treatise on the subject of the devil, 
reiterates in a realistic and forceful way the tre- 
mendous impact of satanic influence in modern life, 
and the awful subtlety of his attacks upon Chris- 
tians. No Christian who reads this book will ever 
again shrug off the teachings concerning Satan as 
they are presented in Scripture. Here is a book that 
all Christians can read profitably. 


THE LAND AND THE Book. William H. Thom- 
son. Baker Book House. Price $4.95. 


This one volume edition of Thomson’s great 
work has exactly those features and qualities so 
highly appreciated by every Bible student in the 
Seminary or Bible college. The refined riches of 
Thomson’s extensive experience and study is here 
presented between the covers of one compact, con- 
venient volume. The entire text is profusely illus- 
trated with carefully selected illustrations. There 
is an extensive study and textual index to guide 
the user to the object of his immediate interest. The 
result is a volume of unusual usefulness for refer- 
ence or textbook use or for enjoyable and profitable 
reading by anyone interested in enriching his know]l- 
edge of the Scriptures. 


TopicAL TExT-FINDER. Charles Simmons. Baker 
Book House. Price $3.60. 


Here are more than five-hundred pages of Bible 
texts under no less than seven hundred fifty topics 
and sub-topics to help the teacher of Scripture on 
the subjects of his choice. It provides a compre- 
hensive index, conveniently placed in front of the 
volume to direct the student without loss of time 
to the topic of his choice. A single alphabetical ar- 
rangement of the subjects throughout the book is 
given to facilitate immediate reference. This is a 
valuable handbook for ministers and in fact all 
Christian workers. 


THE AUTHORITY OF THE BrsLe. Henry Bast. 
Society for Reformed Publications. Price $ .25. 


Dr. Bast insists that the Bible is infallible and 
does not contain errors in statement of fact. He 
holds that it is not only an authoritative rule of 
faith and practice but it is authoritative in every 
respect. This he asserts is the historic doctrine of 
the Scriptures and should be the view held by 
Christians. He closes by showing that we need an 
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infallible guide to reveal the way to the Father. 
The question of the authority of the Bible is not 
academic but intensely personal. 


THE MEANING oF My ConFESsSION OF FAITH. 
Bastian Kruithof. Society for Reformed Publica- 
tions. Price $ .25. 


A very fine explanation of what is involved in a 
young person’s confession of faith and an excellent 
statement on the meaning of the Christian life. 


YoutH Looxs To Jesus. Margaret Hoit and 
oy we Hoit Dabney. John Knox Press. Price 
$2.75. 


An arresting series of worship services, rich in 
spiritual values designed to bring youth in closer 
touch with Christ. Everyday experiences are seen 
to reflect the love and power of God and to pro- 
vide opportunities for worship. Here is fresh, new 
material for worship that is inspiring and enriching. 


Gop’s Witt Anp Ours. Kenneth J. Foreman. 
Outlook Publishers, 1 North 6th Street, Richmond, 
Virginia. Price $ .75. 


An exhaustive explanation of predestination is 
out of the question as far as mortal minds are con- 
cerned. Dr. Foreman does not pretend to offer such 
an explanation. With befitting humility he con- 
fesses, ““Where the mightiest minds of Christendom 
have wrestled with this austere mystery, one simple 
mind cannot expect to shed new light.”” While ad- 
mitting human limitations the author feels that it 
is beneficial to let the readers see what the problem 
really is and some of the offered solutions are. 


Realizing the necessity for a working definition 
of predestination Dr. Foreman defines it as “that 
part of foreordination that applies to the life and 
destiny of those who are to be saved.” What he is 
saying here is that those who are saved are saved 
by God’s intention and because of God’s intention. 


The crux of the discussion finds its focus in the 
question, ‘‘What does the Bible say?” Dr. Foreman 
contends that God has a plan and rightly so. A 
God without a plan, without a purpose is not a 
true God. Then he raises these questions, “How 
comprehensive is that purpose? Does this foreordi- 
nation of events extend to all events? If not what 
kind of events are exceptions’? Is God all-mighty? 
Does He ever meet with anything, any event or 
situation that is beyond His control?” As an answer 
to these questions, the author refers us to such pas- 
sages as Genesis 45:8; Genesis 50:20; Psalm 139: 
1-4; Job 14:5; Job 23:13; Isaiah 14:24-27; Isaiah 
45:7 and Isaiah 46:10; Matthew 10:29-30; Acts 
2:23; Acts 4:27-28; Acts 17:26; Ephesians 1:4; 
Ephesians 1:11; Ephesians 2:8, 10; II ‘Thessa- 
lonians 2:13; I Peter 1:2. Although he does not 
exegete these passages, he holds that the irresistible 
conclusion is that the God of the Bible is a living 
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God who decides and abides by His decisions. He 
is a God who plans and carries His plans through. 
He is a God who is able to know before hand what 
will come to pass. He overlooks nothing and is sur- 
prised by nothing. From God’s will and power no 
creature can escape. 


One of the best ways to see a truth is to come 
face to face with its alternatives. In one of the 
chapters, Dr. Foreman uses this method. His con- 
clusion is, “If foreordination seems too hard for 
you then you must reflect what the alternatives 
come down to; either a blind and uncaring fate to 
which even a God must submit or the sort of blind 
chance which is equally beyond the reach of the 
most well-meaning God. Besides these alternatives, 
foreordination is not only far more credible but 
stands out as the one world-view which a man can 
hold and still believe in a sovereign God.” 


Although this present reviewer does not share 
some of Dr. Foreman’s views concerning the West- 
minster standards as expressed in the first part of 
this little book, he is happy to acknowledge that 
the author has rendered a constructive service by 
the. preparation of this volume. It will help to clar- 
ify one’s thinking on this profound subject. It 
could be of real value especially to students who 
are studying philosophy. The author has described 
this work as, “An introduction to the problem of 
freedom, foreordination and faith.” This is an ac- 
curate description. 


—John R. Richardson. 


CHRISTIAN FaitrH IN Action. G. Coleman 
Luck. Moody Press. Price $ .35. 


This book is written to show that James fills a 
pressing modern need in the church of Jesus Christ. 
He points out that there is no conflict between the 
teachings of Paul and James, for Paul deals pri- 
marily with the Doctrine of Justification before 
God which comes not at all through works but 
entirely through faith in Christ and his atoning 
death. James on the other hand is dealing primarily 
with justification. He is not disparaging a true- 
heart faith but rather is emphasizing the fact that 
such a faith should result in the outward life of 
piety and good works. This volume leads all Chris- 
tians to see more clearly that we should be “doers 


of the Word.” 


For THE LiviInc oF THESE Days. William M. 
Elliott, Jr. John Knox Press. Price $2.00. 


This volume is a re-publication of a book of seven- 
teen sermons. They are practical and addressed to 
the felt needs and recognized difficulties on the part 
of many people in our day. Dr. Elliott unfolds the 
tested spiritual methods of winning a victory through 
Christ. The counsel provided here will surely suc- 
ceed in preparing all of us, “For the Living of 


These Days.” 
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